
  

 



2 

 

Vision:  

To be a gospel-centred church seeking to make and grow disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the good of our community & the glory of God 
 

Mission:  

To make growing disciples of Jesus Christ through gospel-centred and Spirit 

empowered worship, community, service and mission. 
 

Core Values 
 

  We worship the triune God 

  We worship God as He has revealed Himself: Father, Son & Holy  

  Spirit 
   

  We proclaim the gospel 

  We hold the gospel to be of first importance 
 

  We love one another 

  We love one another as Jesus loved us 
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Sunday 31 January to Sunday 21 February  

In the Old Testament book of Amos God roars like a lion in judgement over His 

people. He is grieved and angered by their corruption, injustice, indulgence, and 

exploitation of others. God’s desire is for His people—including us—to turn to Him in 

humility and for mercy and justice to flow like living water from our lives into the 

world. Join us for ‘The Lion Roars’ as we explore how we can seek justice in 2016 

and beyond.  

 

1—The Lion Roars (Amos 1:1–2:16)  

2—The Lion Draws Near (Amos 3:1–6:14)  

3—The Lion Will Judge (Amos 7:1–9:15)  

4—The Lion of Justice (Amos 5:21–6:14)  
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This Growth Group booklet is designed, ideally, to be used in a Growth Group.  Anyone 

can join a Growth Group, whether you love and follow Jesus, or you are interested in 

learning more about who Jesus is and what it means to follow him.  

If you are not part of a Growth Group but want to study along with the rest of the 

church, this Growth Group booklet may also be used profitably for individual study. 

 

The  section is designed to introduce the main theme that will be studied that 

week. Usually open-ended and not too specific, this is hopefully a question that will allow 

everyone to contribute and so get discussion going. 

 

The section will provide the bulk of the questions with the aim to really dig into the 

Bible and discover what God is saying to us in His Word. However, this is not simply a 

cold search for facts about God, but rather it is a search for more of God! We want to 

know him and love him more! So as we explore the text together these questions will 

also hopefully bring the truth to bear on our hearts and lives and more importantly point 

us to the one in whom we see God clearly and the one who ties the whole Bible 

together: Jesus Christ. 

 

The  section is designed to help crystalize all that has been discussed and 

hopefully direct us towards some possible actions steps or heart changes that we may 

need to make. 

 

A few points will also be provided, for the group to pray through together. 

Take the time to read through these and then spend a sufficient amount of time praying 

through them, as well as through any requests or needs of the group.   

 

We have prayed and are praying that this Growth Group booklet would be a blessing 

to you and that it may serve to help you know Jesus more and so  in Christ-

likeness. 
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Growth Groups are an essential part of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ and a 

part of the church family at BPCC. Simply, BPCC exists to make growing disciples of Jesus 

Christ through gospel-centred and Spirit-empowered worship, community, service and mission. 

The context for community at BPCC is primarily found in Growth Groups and it is in Growth 

Groups where we fulfil our calling to grow in grace and Christ-likeness (Rom. 6:1-23; 2 Pet. 

3:18).  
 

As believers we both need and are commanded to have brothers and sisters in our lives who 

can speak God’s truth to us, exhort us, encourage us and spur us on towards love and good 

deeds (Heb. 3:12-13; 10:24; Rom. 12:10; Gal. 5:13). Due to its size and nature, a weekend worship 

service can be a difficult setting to form deep friendships where you can be challenged or 

encouraged by others who know you well and want God’s best for you. So, we have found 

the best place to live out the communal nature of discipleship and the Christian faith is in 

smaller groups.  
 

Growth Groups are made up of men and women from all generations and walks of life. We 

are bound together not by common interests, common age or common ethnicity, but by a 

common Saviour. Growth Groups meet throughout the week for fellowship, care, prayer, 

accountability, sharing stories and studying God’s Word.  
 

Of course, there are a myriad of reasons you could find to not be in a Growth Group: I’m too 

busy. I find groups uncomfortable. I don't need other people prying into my life. And, certainly, 

no group is or will be perfect, nor will any two groups be exactly the same. We don’t expect 

them to be. Because people are messy, groups are messy. But, quite simply, you cannot live the 

Christian life outside of Christian community. Jesus said we are to “love one another,” (John 

13:34-35) and the only way we can do that is if we are involved in “one another’s” lives.  
 

So, it is our deep conviction and prayer that all those who are a part of BPCC be involved in a 

Growth Group. It will be encouraging, life-giving and, at times, challenging, but in the end it 

will be worth it as we together “behold the glory of Jesus Christ” and are “transformed into his 

image, from one degree of glory to another” (2 Cor. 3:18). 
 

 

 Register your interest online at www.bpcc.com.au/grow 

 Or visit the Connections Centre after a Sunday Service 

 Or phone the church office on 3882 1989 (office hours 9am-3pm Mon-Fri) 
 

Register your interest, in any of the ways listed above and one of our team will be in contact 
with you, to help find a suitable group for you. 
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(source: ESV Study Bible)  
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Amos is part of the twelve books in the Old Testament known as the Minor Prophets.  

This distinction from the Major Prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel—is not  

based upon importance but rather the length of the books. The prophetic books represent  

a divine message from God for His people, delivered through an intermediary known as a  

prophet. Usually this God-given message included a warning regarding the dire  

consequences of continued disobedience to God’s law, but also a reminder of the  

promised blessing for obedience to God’s law. 

 

In the first verse of the book we are told that Amos was not a professional prophet, but  

simply one of “the shepherds of Tekoa.” Tekoa was a small village southeast of Bethlehem  

in Judah, the southern kingdom. Amos, however, was called by God to leave shepherding  

and the fields of Tekoa to deliver a prophetic message to the people of Israel in the  

northern kingdom.  

 

Amos lived during the time when God’s chosen people, the Israelites, were divided into  

two separate kingdoms—the southern kingdom of Judah and the northern kingdom of  

Israel. At this point in history (eighth-century BC), the northern kingdom of Israel was  

enjoying a period of remarkable stability and prosperity. As a result, there was a large  

class of wealthy people—not unlike us—preoccupied with luxuries, exotic food,  

extravagant parties, beauty, leisure, and sex. This wealthy class of people, however, were  

using their position of power to oppress and exploit the poor. Within the justice system  

there was corruption and bribery, and the worship of God had become increasingly  

idolatrous. In fact, the wealthy had even come to the conclusion that their privilege and  

prosperity was a sign of God’s blessing. God sent Amos from Judah to Israel to destroy  

this false notion and to warn them of impending doom as a result of their idolatry,  

corruption, and injustice. Amos was sent to call them to repent—to “seek the Lord and  

live…” (Amos 5:6)  
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Have you ever seen a lion in the wild or in 

a zoo? Describe the experience.  

 

 

 

Read Amos 1:1–2  

What can we deduce from the fact that 

God “roars” and “thunders”?  

 

 

Is it a good thing that God “roars” and 

“thunders”? Why or why not?  

 

 

Read Amos 1:3–2:3  

What specific sins of the surrounding 

nations have invoked the judgement of 

God?  

 

 

What do these specific judgements tell us 

about God?  

 

 

Why is it notable that God is holding 

Gentile nations accountable for their actions?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Amos 1–2:16)  

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
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Are injustices like these still prevalent today? How can we play a part in resolving 

them?  

 

 

Read Amos 2:4–5  

What specific sin of Judah invoked God’s judgement?  

 

 

How is this different from the sins of the surrounding nations?  

 

 

Read Amos 2:6–16 

What specific sins of Israel invoked God’s judgement?  

 

 

Can you give examples of how these things still happen in our world today?  

 

 

Why are the sins of Israel particularly repugnant (see vv.9–12)?  

 

 

 

Amos 1:1–2:16 clearly shows us God cares about the way we treat other human beings.  

 

 

How are people treated unjustly in our society and world?  

 

 

How can we personally ensure that we treat other people justly?  

 

 

 

Pray the words of Psalm 7:8–17  
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(Amos 3:1–6:14)  

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

Have you ever been, or felt like, you were 

surrounded with no way out?  

Describe the experience.  

 

 

Read Amos 3:1–15  

How does Amos argue for the principle of 

cause-and-effect in verses 3–6?  

 

 

What is he trying to communicate about 

the cause of God’s judgment upon Israel?  

 

 

How will God deal with the false religion 

(v.14) and rampant materialism (v.15) of 

Israel?  

 

 

What lessons does this have for us?  

 

 
 

Read Amos 4:1–13  

What is it about the women in verses 1–3 

that invokes God’s wrath?  

 

 

How can we be guilty of the same things?  
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According to verses 4–5, how can we partake in religious activities without real love for 

God?  

 

What warnings did God give the self-indulgent Israelites and what was their response 

(vv.6–11)?  

 

Discuss how we might appropriately discern and act on the discipline or warnings of God?  

Consider Proverbs 3:12 and Hebrews 12:6  

 

 
 

Read Amos 5:1–27  

What does it mean to “seek God and live” (see vv.12–15)?  

 

What is more important to God than services, offerings, and singing (vv.21–24)?  

 

What lessons does this have for us? 

 
 

Read Amos 6:1–14  

What type of people is Amos addressing in these verses?  

 

Where did Israel derive their sense of security from (vv.4–7)?  

 

Why is that a grave mistake, and what will God do about it (vv.8–14)?  

 

Where can real, lasting security be found (see Matt. 6:25–33)?  

 

 

How can we guard against hypocritical worship of God? 

 

What are some ways BPCC can be a place where justice “rolls on like a river”?  

 

 

Pray the words of Psalm 9:7–12  
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(Amos 7–9:15)  

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

Is there ever occasion for human beings to 

judge one another? Why or why not?  

 

 

Read Amos 7:1–17  

What does Amos see in the first two visions 

(vv.1–3 and 4–6)?  

 

 

What encouragement is there for us in these 

verses (vv.3 and 6)?  

 

 

What does Amos see in the third vision (vv.7

–9)? 

 

 

What is missing from this vision compared to 

verses 1–6, and what seems to be the 

implication?  

 

 

In what situations do you find it difficult to 

speak with courage like Amos does in verses 

10–17?  

 

 

How is Amos a good example to us who live 

in a culture hostile to Christianity?  
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Read Amos 8:1–14  

What is the point of the ripe fruit in the fourth vision (vv. 1–2)? 

 

 

What attitudes of the Israelites had led them to this point of judgment (vv. 4–6)?  

 

 

What ultimately happens to those who refuse to seek God, but follow false gods (v. 14)?  

 

 

What false gods are you prone to follow after?  

 

 

Read Amos 9:1–10  

What might be the purpose of the graphic language used in verses 1–10?  

 

 

Despite the seeming inevitability of God’s judgement, what note of grace is there in verse 

8?  

 

 

Read Amos 9:11–15  

What might the restoration of “David’s fallen shelter” be referring to in verse 11?  

 

 

How does this vision of restoration give you hope for the future?  

 

 

 

How would you summarise the message of Amos?  

 

What lessons have you taken away from this book?  

 

 

Pray the words of Psalm 9:13–20  
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(Amos 5:21–6:14)  

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

What is justice?  

 

 

 

Read Psalm 146  

What does this passage say about God’s 

heart for justice?  

 

Have you ever felt like God was unjust? 

Share how God brought you through such 

struggles. 

 

 

Read Psalm 9:16; 11:7; and 33:5  

Why might justice be so important to God? 

 

  

Read Proverbs 28:5; Jeremiah 22:15–16; and 

James 1:27  

Why should justice be important to us? 

 

 

What does it mean to seek justice? 

 

 

What might it reveal to us if we are not 

actively involved in seeking justice?  

 

 

What changes could we make to get 

involved in seeking justice?  

 

 



15 

 

Read Amos 5:21–27 

Why was God so incensed with the Israelites?  

 

 

How can we fall into the same trap?  

 

 

How can we avoid falling into the trap? 

 

 

Read Amos 6:1–14  

What seemed to prevent the people of Israel from doing justice?  

 

 

Do these same things prevent us from doing justice today? Why?  

 

 

What can we do to ensure we are not sidelined by apathy or affluence?  

 

 

 

Reflect on and discuss the following statement: We do justice when we give all human 

beings their due as creations of God. Doing justice includes not only the righting of wrongs 

but generosity and social concern, especially toward the poor and vulnerable.  

 

 

 

Pray the words of Psalm 146  
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_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
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All of our sermons are uploaded to our website, you can choose to listen to an audio 

version, or you can watch a video version. If you ‘LIKE’ our facebook page 

www.facebook.com/BrayParkCommunityChurch you will be notified when our latest 

video sermon is ready for viewing. You can also subscribe to our podcasts on itunes. You 

might even consider sharing a link to the sermon videos via social media. You are also 

able to download our latest Growth Group Material via our website www.bpcc.com.au 

 

So if you miss a sermon in a series, it is really easy for you to catch up, just visit 

and follow the links under the GROW tab. 

www.facebook.com/BrayParkCommunityChurch  
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www.bpcc.com.au/grow 

 

Connect course 
Wednesday 16th March 7.30pm 

www.bpcc.com.au/connect  
Are you new to BPCC? Have you been attending BPCC for a while but are not 

really connected? If so, then our Connect Course is the next step for you to take in 

becoming part of the community at BPCC. Come along on Wednesday 16th of 

March and invest a couple of hours discovering more about who we are and how 

you can get connected at BPCC! Register on-line at www.bpcc.com.au 

 

FEB 

28th 

http://www.bpcc.com.au
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Growth Group Material 


